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This profile provides a snapshot of the population of LambethKey facts:

Demography factsheet:

Large proportion -

(44%) are young adults, 
age  20-39 years

5th most densely 
populated local authority 

in England and Wales

High turnover:
40,000 people leave the 

borough, and over 40,000 
others move to the 
borough every year

4,590 births (2015)

1,440 deaths (2015)

31% of population 
live in areas of

high deprivation

44th most deprived 
local authority in 

England (of 326)

Lambeth: - “a diverse and changing population”

Ethnically diverse:
3 in 5 describe their 

ethnicity as other than 
white British

Lambeth resident 
population 2016 -

327,582

Small proportion –

(8%) are older adults, 
age 65 plus

May 2017

9th most deprived 
local authority in 

London

One third of families 
with children are in 
receipt of benefits
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Source: GLA, 2015 based housing-led pop. projections, Feb '17 release (Lambeth & Gr.London); ONS 2014 based SNPP (England) 

Population structure by age and sex
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Population structure by ward

• Larkhall has the greatest ward 
population (19,133)

• Bishop’s has the lowest ward 
population (10,066)

Source: GLA, 2015 based housing-led pop. projections, Feb '17 release (Lambeth & Gr.London); ONS 2014 based SNPP (England)

*Percentages may not sum to 
100% due to rounding
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Population Structure by ward

The table shows the 
count of individuals 
within each age band 
for every Lambeth 
ward. Alongside this, 
the table also shows 
what proportion of the 
whole population of 
the ward are in this age 
band. 

Proportion compared 
to Lambeth average:

Highlighted squares 
within the table are  
intended to show 
those wards where the 
proportion of persons 
in the age group is 
significantly high (or 
low) when comparing 
it to the average 
proportion in that age 
group for Lambeth. 

E.g. all three wards of 
Norwood town centre 
have a significantly 
high proportion of the 
population in both the 
0-19 year age group, 
and also the 40-64 
year age group, but a 
significantly low 
proportion of 20-39 
year olds.

Source: GLA, 2015 based 
housing-led pop. projections 
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Population density

 Lambeth is one of the most densely 
populated areas in the country with an 
average of 12,020 residents per square 
kilometre; this compares to an average of 
5,600 for London, and just 366 for 
England as a whole

 Ferndale is the most densely populated 
ward in Lambeth with 20,038 residents 
per square kilometre

 Bishop’s and Herne Hill are the least 
populated wards with 6,562 and 8,030 
residents per square kilometre; both 
have large areas of parkland

 At the time of the 2011 census, 
Lambeth was the fifth most densely 
populated local authority in England 
and Wales

 The number of households in the 
borough is projected to grow from 
130,000 in 2011 to 158,500 in 2030

Source: GLA, 2015 based housing-led pop. projections, Feb '17 release (Lambeth & Gr.London); ONS 2014 based SNPP (England) 
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Ethnicity

 Ethnicity varies greatly across the age bands;  

 Among 10-19 year olds,  nearly 80% (4 in 5), describe their ethnicity as other 
than white British

 In the 20-29 year age band, this proportion has dropped to 50%

The underlying 
image shows the 
ethnicity break-
down across the 
whole population 
(all ages) of 
Lambeth.

 Lambeth’s population is 
ethnically diverse

 60% of Lambeth’s population   
(3 in 5) describe their ethnicity 
as other than white British

 24% are Black, almost half of 
these - 11%, Black African

Source: GLA, 2015 round, trend based ethnic group projections, long-term migration scenario (Nov 2016 release)

Ethnicity by age group
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Index of multiple deprivation (IMD) 2015

Map of Lambeth LSOAs by 
quintile* of deprivation

 80% of the population of 
Coldharbour ward live in LSOA’s 
ranked among the most deprived 
20% of LSOAs in England

 Only one LSOA in Lambeth, part of 
Thornton ward, is ranked among the 
least deprived 20% of LSOA’s in 
England

 The Index of multiple deprivation (IMD) measures the level of deprivation in small areas 
of geography known as ‘lower-layer super output areas’ (LSOA)* in England and ranks 
each LSOA (about 1,500) people according to how deprived it is compared to the others. 

*a quintile denotes a fifth (20%) 
of the population. By dividing 
the population whole (327,000) 
into five quintiles, we can  
compare them

*The use of lower-layer super 
output areas (LSOAs) s is a 
standard way of dividing up the 
country. They are designed to be 
of a similar population size with 
an average of 1,500 residents in 
each
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Deprivation

 Nearly one third (31%) of the population of Lambeth live in LSOAs ranked within the 
20% most deprived areas in England

 Coldharbour is the area with most deprivation in Lambeth

 Streatham South is the area with the least deprivation

 Relative deprivation in Lambeth has changed between 2010 and 2015

 In 2015, there are more people in 
areas with the greatest deprivation 
(decile 1)

 At the same time, there are a 
greater number of people living in 
areas at the less deprived end of the 
spectrum (deciles 5-9) than in 2010.
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Migration and population change

 The charts opposite show internal 
migration and an estimate of non-UK 
born for each local authority in England 
(326); Lambeth is highlighted

 Lambeth has the fourth highest turnover 
of residents in England

 Lambeth is ranked 28 in England, for the 
estimate of non-UK born persons, per 
1,000 residents

 The UK has a high rate of internal migration compared to other European countries, with 
an average of 3.5% of it’s population moving each year. 

Source: ONS migration 
indicators, 2015, PCMD, PCBF.

Components of population change


